Abstract.-Successful ecological restoration depends on a clear understanding of the history of local species loss and colonization.
The Ballona Valley, a large remnant open space area at the mouth of Ballona Creek that includes the Ballona Wetlands in southwestern Los Angeles County, is currently receiving an unprecedented infusion of funding for land acquisition and habitat restoration, coincident with the start of construction on a 462-acre housing and commercial development (''Playa Vista''). In 2003, the California Wildlife Conservation Board acquired 483 acres-a little less than half the open space that remained in the valley through the 1990s-for conservation, including all the remaining intact salt marsh (Trust for Public Land 2003) . This belatedly fulfilled a dream of local conservationists, birders, and public officials who have advocated for its protection since at least the early 1900s (Ellis 1926; Cooke 1946; Fuller 1955; Hise and Deverell 2000:220) . As restoration projects to recreate or emulate historical natural conditions proceed, knowledge of the current and historical bird community is essential in determining appropriate restoration and conservation goals. Previous efforts at restoring degraded natural communities in the Ballona area have been marked by confusion over the composition of historical plant communities as well as their distribution across what is now a seriously degraded and much-diminished landscape (see Longcore et al. 2000) .
Though much of the proposed restoration at Ballona has sought to improve conditions for birds (e.g., NAS 1986), synthesized information on the occurrence of birds and the composition of bird communities at Ballona is surprisingly sparse, being limited to a handful of unpublished surveys of varying quality. Not since the early 1940s (von Bloeker 1943) has any attempt been made to analyze the records of local birders and collectors (either unpublished or published). Drawing from historical and current sources, including museum records and field notes of experienced observers, I present a list of regularly occurring species, and provide detailed accounts for species known to have been lost in the Ballona Valley since the early 1900s, those that have since reestablished populations, and those that have newly colonized the Ballona Valley as nesting or wintering species. Knowledge of this avifaunal change at Ballona should help establish benchmarks of successful restoration, and may serve as an example for reconstruction of lost natural communities elsewhere.
Methods and Site Description
The term ''Ballona Valley'' here refers to the lowlands from the Westchester Bluffs north across Ballona Creek to the rise in elevation that roughly follows Washington Blvd. in the Venice and Mar Vista neighborhoods of Los Angeles (see Fig. 1 ). I identify the 10-lane 405 Freeway as the eastern boundary, and thus include the communities of Marina del Rey, Mar Vista, Playa Vista and Playa del Rey. Historical collecting sites within the Ballona Valley include ''Port Ballona'' (an early bluff-top community at the northern end of the El Segundo Dunes just south of Playa del Rey c. 1880s, per Robinson 1939) ; ''Ballona Harbor'' (now Playa del Rey); ''Del Rey'' (now Mar Vista, per Robertson 1990) ; and ''Venice Marshes'' (presumably the northern portion of historic wetlands now covered by Marina del Rey, east of Venice). Modern birding areas were described by Cooper (2005d) .
I consider taxa to be current breeders if one or more pairs have nested successfully for at least two consecutive years. Likewise, I consider winter residents to be any taxa for which two or more individuals have been present through the winter months for at least two consecutive years in the past five years. In one case (Elegant Tern) I consider the species to be a non-breeding summer resident, since large numbers (hundreds) are present continuously from early spring through fall. Taxa are considered ''extirpated'' if they once maintained consistent breeding or non-breeding populations in the Ballona Valley but no longer do. ''Reestablished'' taxa have been extirpated in at least one role (winter, summer or both) for a period of several decades, but have resumed breeding, summering and/or wintering since the mid-1900s (the start of consistent record-keeping). ''Colonists'' are defined as any taxa that have established a consistent breeding or wintering population since the mid-1900s (and that occurred only as transients or vagrants, if at all, prior to this).
Because of the lack of standardized historical survey data during migration periods, taxa known only as transients are not treated here (see Cooper 2005c for a complete checklist), even though it is clear that many birds scarce or absent today were once frequently observed transients (e.g., Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor). I also omitted the Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus, given its strongly nocturnal habits. I do not treat the distinctive avifauna of the outer jetties, the breakwater, and the inshore marine environment at Playa del Rey, nor do I include the avifauna of residential Westchester on the bluffs to the south of the Ballona Valley, which, owing to its mature trees and landscaping, has developed a woodland-like avifauna distinct from that of the Ballona Valley (e.g., wintering Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi and Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis). (Table 2) , and between the early 1970s and 2003, the species was recorded just eight times (RSh, KLG, AP).
Northern Pintail Anas acuta. Extirpated as a breeding resident; reestablished as a winter resident; now uncommon in migration and winter. The first southbound birds trickle through in late August (two along Ballona Cr. 21 Aug. 2004, KL), and up to 10 remained through the winter 2003-04 (but were rare the following winter, Cooper 2005a). The status of the pintail in winter and migration has changed dramatically from its being historically very numerous (''abundant winter visitor on salt marsh lagoon,'' von Bloeker 1943), declining through the late 1900s, then back to being irregularly present, albeit in greatly reduced numbers, at BFM. Examples of historical numbers include 2000 birds at a local gun club with freshwater impoundments in late summer 1952 (WT 19:4); and 1000 birds along Ballona Cr. on 12 Oct. 1953 (WT 20:15) and 04 Jan. 1954 (WT 20:30) . This species was also historically more common offshore during migration (e.g., AFN 2:189), and it apparently nested in the historical Ballona Wetlands (Willett 1933) . Though the Northern Pintail was still being recorded in large numbers on the Los Angeles CBC in the 1970s (NAS 2002) , there are just seven known records between the 1950s and 2003. (533) 10 (1362) 6 (14) 9 (3) 1 (2) 10 (2501) 10 (20,429) 6 (4) 1 (3) 2 (3) 8 (45) 8 (110) 6 (20) 2 (3) 1 (2) 3 (5) 10 (480) 5 ( (6) 10 (10) 3 (5) 5 (2) 10 (145) 10 (4929) 0 2 (1) 4 (5) 1 (2) 8 ( Canvasback Aythya valisineria. Extirpated as a winter resident; two modern records of singles at PdR on 12 Jan. 1985 (RSh) and at BFM on 05 Oct. 2003 (DSC). Von Bloeker (1943) considered the Canvasback ''fairly common in winter on the salt marsh lagoon,'' a reference to the water body at the mouth of Ballona Cr. that was subsequently reduced in size and transformed to Del Rey Lagoon and Ballona Lagoon. The only other local mention is of an individual within a mixed-species raft of waterfowl in the ocean just off Playa del Rey (including Scaup, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail and Ruddy Duck) on 11 Dec. 1925 (Bird-Lore 27:22) .
Redhead Aythya americana. Extirpated, then reestablished as a winter resident; now uncommon in fall and winter. Von Bloeker considered this species ''occasional in winter on the salt marsh lagoon' ' (1943) . Oddly, Grinnell (1898) termed Redhead ''tolerably common in summer'' in coastal Los Angeles Co., but this may have been a misprint for ''winter,'' (which he did not mention) when more expected in the region (see Willett 1912 Willett , 1933 . From the early 1900s until the creation of BFM, the Redhead was known from just a handful of records Dec. Common Merganser Mergus merganser. Extirpated as a winter resident; two modern records: 16 Jan. 1998 (B. Elliot); and two females on 26 Jan. 2000 (RB). Considered a ''moderately common'' winter visitor by von Bloeker (1943) , this species now winters on large inland reservoirs in the region (Garrett and Dunn 1981) but was historically more common on the immediate coast (Willett 1933, Grinnell and Miller 1944) .
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis. Extirpated, then reestablished as a breeder; now a fairly common breeding resident. Between the 1950s, when common in winter (e.g., 53 along Ballona Cr. on 31 Dec. 1954, WT 21:34) (Cooper 2004 , Cooper 2005b (Cooper 2005b ). Historically, this species likely nested in the Ballona Valley; von Bloeker (1943) wrote ''formerly rarely seen in late spring and summer in vicinity of tule-bordered ponds and sloughs in the salt marsh. As a result of the elimination of many of the tule patches (for agriculture, Ibid), this species may no longer occur. . .'' Subsequent to that statement and before the 2003 record, the Least Bittern was recorded just once at Ballona: a probable transient at PdR on 07 Sept. 1950 (AFN 5:38) .
Green Heron Butorides virescens. Extirpated, then reestablished as a breeder; now an uncommon resident. Up to 4 birds per day have been recorded year round since the 1990s, with nesting first confirmed in 1995 (fledglings at a condominium complex near Ballona Lagoon on 16 July 1995; LACBBA). Breeding was noted at BFM in 2005 (Cooper 2005b ). Until the 1930s, the Green Heron was a characteristic breeding bird of Ballona: six egg sets were collected between 1933 and 1935 (WFVZ), and Howsley (1936) estimated four pairs nesting in the area. Between then and the 1990s, however, records were restricted to fall and winter (RSh, LACM files). Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura. Extirpated as a winter resident; now an uncommon transient. Recent (post-1990s) records have been concentrated in spring and mid-fall (Sept.-Oct.), coinciding with the peak movement through southern California (Rowe and Gallion 1996) . Though over-wintering is unknown, spring migration begins as early as late Dec., with early sightings typically occurring during periods of warm, southerly air flow. A handful of late spring and summer records (e.g., Westchester on 14 June 2003, RDS) likely involve tardy migrants or wanderers rather than local breeders. Birds were apparently more common through the winter in previous decades (e.g., six birds on 12 Dec. 1981, RSh) and von Bloeker (1943) Angeles CBC in 1952 , 1955 , and 1956 (NAS 2002 . This population had been long documented by specimen and egg collections (Grinnell 1898; WFVZ) , with the last egg set collected 24 Apr. 1944 at ''Del Rey'' (WFVZ). In the past fifty years there have been but two records, presumably of vagrants from extant populations in neighboring Ventura or Orange counties, in ''February'' 1966, a American Coot Fulica americana. Extirpated, then reestablished as a breeder; now a common breeding resident at BFM; still a transient and winter resident elsewhere. Prior to the construction of BFM, coots were mainly winter visitors to freshwater portions of Ballona Cr. (upstream of Culver Blvd.) and on Del Rey Lagoon (peaks of Ͼ200 birds Sept.-Mar.; RSh). Breeding was noted at BFM its first year (T.P. Ryan) and in subsequent years (Cooper 2004 (Cooper , 2005b . Though von Bloeker (1943) found this species breeding from mid-April to mid-June, it had apparently ceased doing so by the time the area was surveyed by Dock and Schreiber (1981) and Corey (1992) .
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva. Extirpated as a fall transient and winter resident. The Ballona Wetlands, including the saltpan and the modern Ballona Cr. channel, were the last Los Angeles County wintering area for this species (records 14 Sept.-09 Mar.), with nearly annual records (up to 6 birds) through 1983 dating back at least to the 1920s (Bicknell 1924 
, WT, AFN, LACM files).
Snowy Plover Charadris alexandrinus. Extirpated as a breeding resident; now an occasional transient and rare winter visitor. Playa del Rey was historically an important wintering area (e.g., ''more than 100 returned for winter at upper beach at Playa del Rey'' in late July 1926; Bird-Lore 28:355), and several dozen birds were recorded on Los Angeles CBC into the 1960s (Table 2) . Numbers declined sharply in the late 1960s, but Page et al. (1986) Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus. Extirpated as a breeder; reestablished as a common perennial resident and localized breeder away from the immediate coast. Stilts are found year round in freshwater portions of Ballona Cr. at low tide, at seasonal ponds on Playa Vista, and at BFM. They nested at least once on the Ballona Wetlands proper in recent years: an occupied nest that produced four young was found on 25 June 1998 (LACBBA). At BFM, a pair bred subsequently at BFM in 2003 (T.P. Ryan) but not since, but up to two pairs bred on nearby Playa Vista property (seasonal pools) in May 2004 (DSC). Historically, the Black-necked Stilt was much more common as a breeder, nesting noted through 1952 (AFN 6:299). Eight egg sets were collected on 11 May 1931 by L.R. Howsley, described in his journals (WFVZ) as being ''3/4 mi east of Del Rey Hills Calif. (near Venice). Location in swamp area between main highway and the Del Rey Hills to the west. A colony of 9 or 10 nests here. Nest placed on top of salicornia [sic] so dense as to form a mat over a wide area and then died out leaving suitable 'platforms' upon which to build nests-only an inch or two above the water.'' During the latter half of the 1900s, however, the stilt occurred primarily as a transient and winter visitor.
American Avocet Recurvirostra americana. Extirpated as a breeding resident; now an occasional transient. Since the mid-1980s, there have been about 10 records, mostly in late fall (26 Sept.-01 Dec.), but also in spring (02 Mar.-27 May). Historically, the American Avocet was apparently resident, breeding at ''Del Rey'' in 1923 (Willett 1933 ). An egg set from this colony, noted as being ''on mudhump in marsh'' was collected on 29 Apr. 1923 (WFVZ), and adults accompanied by young were present here the next year on 27 July Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus. Extirpated as a breeder; now a common fall and early spring transient; fairly common through winter. Though modern records extend only from 23 Sept. to early Apr., this species apparently once bred in the area, having been described by von Bloeker (1943) as nesting ''in willows or in telegraph poles, and in corners under eaves of old houses.'' Early authors (e.g., Willett 1933) confirmed that this species was a common nesting resident in the lowlands of southern California.
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus. Extirpated as a breeder; now an uncommon summer, fall, and winter resident (June-March). Long a characteristic resident of the Ballona Valley (e.g., von Bloeker 1943), the last locally nesting shrikes were recorded at the Ballona Wetlands in the mid-1990s, with an occupied nest on 29 Apr. 1995 and ''two young fledglings'' observed on 09 June 1996 (LACBBA). Aggression or courtship displays were observed at the eastern end of the Playa Vista property on 14 June 1998 (LACBBA), and one was there in ''April'' 2000 (RDS), but no breeding evidence was obtained. An exceptionally early adult accompanied by a juvenile was present for one day near BFM on 16 May 2004, but was not seen afterward (J.R. Coffin).
Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni. Extirpated as a winter resident. Von Bloeker (1943) considered this species an ''occasional winter visitant in the brushy portion of the sand dunes and in the willow thickets of the Playa del Rey salt marsh. Also found in shrubbery and trees around houses.'' He mentioned a specimen collected ''on the meadow slope of the dunes'' on 05 Dec. 1931, but aside from this, there is no other record of the Hutton's Vireo occurring at Ballona before or since, and no records from the Baldwin Hills . However, this species was probably at least a winter resident along Ballona Cr. before it was channelized, consistent with the species' general status in the Los Angeles Basin when riparian habitat was more extensive there (see Grinnell 1898) . ''Large-billed'' Savannah Sparrow. Passerculus sandwichensis rostratus Extirpated as a winter resident; currently represented by one (rarely two) birds in winter. After decades of absence, the first modern record since the 1950s was furnished by a bird on the jetty at PdR from 09 Dec. 1998 to 27 Feb. 1999 , and it has been record nearly annually since, arriving as early as 15 August (in 2000, RB). Von Bloeker (1943) termed it a ''common winter visitant in the salt marsh and along the seaward slope of the dunes,'' citing two specimens from 26 Oct. 1939. One early account mentions ''numbers of Large-billed Sparrows all over jetties '' on 05 Feb. 1947 (WT 13:28) , and up to six individuals were recorded on the Los Angeles CBC until the mid-1950s (Table 2) .
Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus. Extirpated as a breeder; now a fairly common transient; rare summer resident. Recent spring records extend into June, and fall birds have been seen as early as 05 August. Hamilton (1997) believed a male was on territory in willows at the base of the Westchester bluffs in summer of 1996, but subsequent searches here (by DSC and KL) have not revealed more records and no modern nesting evidence is known. Of this common southern California nester, von Bloeker wrote (1943) 
New Colonists (see Above for Discussion of Cinnamon Teal)
Gadwall Anas strepera. Colonized as a winter resident; now fairly common in winter and migration on freshwater, including rain pools; uncommon through the summer; one recent breeding record. Up to 20 birds were present at BFM during its first winter , and several apparently paired birds remained through the summer of 2003, eventually breeding in 2005 (two pairs, incl. an adult with 4 chicks on 16 June, RB). Not mentioned by von Bloeker (1943) or earlier authors, this duck was apparently a casual winter and spring transient in the Ballona Valley during most of the 1900s (three records 1950-1990s) , with wintering noted only in 1998, presumably along Ballona Cr. (AP). The Gadwall has been expanding its breeding range in southern California and in northwestern Baja California, Mexico, most dramatically in the coastal lagoons of San Diego Co. (Unitt 2004) .
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos. Colonized as a breeder; now a common breeding resident at BFM. Though its status may be obscured by the presence of feral birds, this duck was only an ''occasional winter visitor'' in the early 1900s (von Bloeker 1943) , was absent on lower Ballona Cr./DRL from mid-Apr. to early Sept. from 1977 to 1987 , and was unrecorded in summer by Corey (1992) . Surveys since 1996 at Ballona Lagoon have found up to 10 on May-July visits (CLA), and Mallards were summering along Ballona Cr. by 1998 (AP). Successful nesting was documented on the Ballona Wetlands as early as 1995 (adult with three young on 18 April, LACBBA) and several pairs have raised young at BFM each year since 2003 (Cooper 2004 (Cooper , 2005b .
Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris. Colonized as a winter resident; uncommon at BFM through winter. A single (?) bird at PdR on 07 Dec. 1995 (AP) served as the sole local record until the creation of BFM in 2003, when up to two pairs were present during the first winter (from 03 Oct. 2003, JP) and the subsequent year (Cooper 2005a) . This species was unrecorded by von Bloeker (1943) , so its historical status locally is unclear. However, given its preference for relatively deep freshwater ponds and tendency to avoid the immediate coast in southern California, it appears to be a recent addition to the Ballona avifauna.
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps. Colonized as a breeder; now a common and conspicuous breeding resident at BFM; fairly common fall transient and winter visitor in fresh and brackish water throughout. The first local nesting evidence came in 2003 and continued in subsequent summers (4 broods at BFM on 29 June, DSC; Cooper 2004 Cooper , 2005b . Though the Pied-billed Grebe may have bred at Ballona historically, it was rare in summer in southern California during the early 1900s (Willett 1912 (Willett , 1933 , and was known only as a migrant and winter visitor here prior to 2003.
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias. Colonized as a breeder; now a common breeding resident, most numerous in fall but localized in early spring when actively breeding. Small numbers nested in the lone cottonwood on the western edge of the Ballona Wetlands at least in 1995 (Keane Biological Consulting 1996; BOC), but now breed in trees at Marina del Rey adjacent to Ballona Cr. (e.g., 10 nests on 16 Feb. 2002, KLG; at least 8 nests in March 2004, DSC) . This heron's historical breeding status is unknown, but it was only a transient and winter visitor by the 1920s (e.g., Bird-Lore 26:347). Von Bloeker (1943) found this heron ''frequently observed in the meadow area and in the salt marsh'' but did not mention breeding, and nor did subsequent authors (e.g., Dock and Schreiber 1981; Corey 1992) .
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax. Colonized as a breeder; now a fairly common breeding resident. Nesting was first documented in a row of eucalyptus at the ''Oxford Basin'' along Washington Blvd. in Marina del Rey (3 nests, 1 with young, on 11 April 1995; LACBBA). This site is still occupied (20 nests on 04 Mar. 2005, DSC) . Historically an uncommon perennial visitor; previous workers (e.g., von Bloeker 1943 , Dock and Schreiber 1981 , Corey 1992 found small numbers year round (increasing through the 1990s, per AP), but with no indication of local breeding.
Merlin Falco columbarius. Colonized as a winter resident; now uncommon in migration and winter throughout the Ballona Valley and adjacent residential areas. Wintering dates since 1999 (fide RDS) have spanned 18 Sept. (2004 , DSC) to 26 Apr. (2002 . Historically more frequently observed in inland areas in the Los Angeles Basin (Grinnell 1898 , Willett 1933 , I located only four Ballona records prior to 1997.
Elegant Tern Sterna elegans. Colonized as a summer resident; now common in spring, summer and fall along the immediate coast. Elegant Terns roost on the saltpan of the Ballona Wetlands and on the sandy beach in spring and summer, but are otherwise rarely seen away from salt water. Until the early 1980s, this tern was principally a post-breeding visitor to Ballona (30 Jul.-13 Nov.). However, spring records increased in frequency through the 1990s, possibly the result of a regional increase in nesting birds (Collins et al. 1991 (Schneider 1927) , but the species remained rare enough to be notable through the first half of the 20 th century (von Bloeker 1943 , Small 1950 . Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis. Colonized as a breeding resident; currently rare and local, nearing extirpation. This non-native species was established widely in Los Angeles by the 1920s (Willett 1933) , but was first reported locally by Dock and Schreiber (1981) . (Garrett and Dunn 1981) . One bird remained through the winter in 1980-81 (unusual at the time), and breeding was again confirmed (female on nest) on 18 Dec. 1985 (J. Johnson, LACM files). Since then, it has become very common, occurring year round.
Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans. Colonized as a breeding resident; now uncommon year round mainly in eastern Ballona Valley; occasional migrant along immediate coast. The first Ballona Valley sighting was made at PdR on 13 Apr. 1995 (AP), and local breeding was first noted in 2002 along Jefferson Blvd. Since then, nesting has been observed in Mar Vista and near Loyola Marymount University (KL, L.M. Fimiani).
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor. Colonized as a breeder; now a fairly common transient, an uncommon winter visitor, and a local nester. Prior to the construction of BFM, this species occurred as a rare (or at least rarely-identified) spring transient, recorded on a handful of dates from 07 Feb. to 16 May. Since 2003, up to 100 have been observed at BFM during the peak of spring migration (February-Apr.), with lower numbers in fall (20 on 28 Nov. 2004, DSC) and small numbers remaining through the winter. In May 2004, a pair colonized one of several new nest boxes put up earlier that year at BFM, fledging at least two young in June (RB). Nesting commenced in early April the following year, with young again produced in June (Cooper 2005b) . Widely extirpated as a breeder in southern California during the late 1900s, this species has reestablished itself locally south to San Diego Co., often utilizing bird boxes (Unitt 2004) .
Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Colonized as a breeder; now a common spring transient and a fairly common summer resident and early fall transient. Breeding was first noted in 1995 (LACBBA) with birds occupying essentially the same cement bridge habitat as White-throated Swifts (see above). Considered ''occasional'' in migration by von Bloeker (1943) and found just once by Dock and Schreiber (1981) , RSh noted several into late April during the early 1980s, and Corey (1992) observed two in both May and June, suggesting that local breeding commenced before the 1990s.
Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica. Colonized as a breeding resident; now fairly common throughout the Ballona Valley except on the immediate coast. This jay was apparently not present during the 1930s (von Bloeker 1943) and was recorded by RSh (1977-87) just three times in dozens of visits to PdR. Multiple jays were observed at the Ballona Wetlands at least as early as 1990 (Corey 1992) , when breeding was confirmed along the Westchester Bluffs. BOC found them every month of the year at the western Ballona Wetlands by 2002 (and in subsequent years), but they remain scarce along the immediate coast in Marina del Rey (fide DB); the first record from Ballona Lagoon was not until 26 June 2004 (CLA).
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos. Colonized as a breeder; now a common breeding resident. The crow was termed a ''moderately common resident, not known to breed in the region'' by von Bloeker (1943) and was recorded just singly on a few occasions by Dock and Schreiber (1981) . Breeding was confirmed in the late 1990s (LACBBA) but may have began decades prior.
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris. Colonized as a breeding resident. Starlings are most numerous in summer and fall, when huge flocks of mainly first-year birds are recorded (e.g., 800 at the Ballona Wetlands on 03 July 2004, with 500ϩ continuing into August, DSC). Unrecorded by von Bloeker (1943) , the first records of this introduced species in southern California were in the late 1940s, and it began an exponential increase in Los Angeles during the 1960s (Table 2) , when it presumably became common in the Ballona Valley.
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater. Colonized as a breeder; now uncommon in migration and through summer; rare in winter. Though breeding was suspected in the Ballona area (location unknown) on 17 July 1995 (copulation observed, LACBBA), it was not confirmed until 2004 when a juvenile was observed being fed by Common Yellowthroats at BFM on 04 July (DSC). Only four credible records prior to the 1990s, all transients in spring and fall (first: 2 on 28 May 1976, KLG). One was purportedly collected by von Bloeker in February 1932, but on a day on which he reported collecting several questionable birds (e.g., Wrentit and Western Bluebird, both otherwise unknown from Ballona), possibly the result of a labeling error.
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus. Colonized as a breeding resident. The first local record of this species was of a pair in flight over Westchester on (Bailey 1915) , Grinnell (1898) described flocks feeding in the ''Centinela grain fields'' and roosting at sea, but did not provide a specific location.
Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis. Though von Bloeker (1943) considered this species a ''rare resident,'' he noted ''there appear to be no recent records of the occurrence of this rail in this locality.'' Only two known records: 16 May 1895 (Grinnell 1898 ) and 25 Feb. 1928 (Ewan 1928 .
Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis. Cranes historically occurred (pre-1900) in winter throughout the Los Angeles Basin (see Grinnell 1898) but were considered rare by the 1930s (von Bloeker 1943) , with the only known Ballona record involving a bird at the Recreation Gun Club (east of PdR) from 25 Jan. to 27 Feb. 1949 (WT 15:28 Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus. Von Bloeker (1943) considered it a ''resident of the meadow (ϭ grassy areas inland from the saltmarsh and dunes) and sand dunes. Nests in April and May, usually in patches of cactus (Opuntia littoralis),'' but this may have pertained to the El Segundo Dunes to the south; only one record is specifically known from the Ballona Valley, a male at PdR on 29 Dec. 1908 (LACM 21866) .
Long-eared Owl Asio otus. Just two confirmed records: a ''roadkill'' (per von
